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Card Catalog 1898–1937 Index

Description

Beginning with 1898, there is a separate file for each class of copyrighted works or groups of closely related 

classes. From July 1, 1909, to approximately November 6, 1937, copyright applications were submitted on 

cards, which were used as the main entries in the individual indexes, filed under the name of the claimant.

Books are accessible by separate author and claimant indexes, but not by title, except for composite or 

anonymous works and certain serials and other compilations. (See the 1898–1937 Books, Graphic Arts, 

Music index)

Periodicals are filed from 1898 to 1909 in a claimant and title index, and from 1909 to 1937 by claimant only. 

(See the 1898–1909 Periodicals – Title/Claimant index and the 1909–1937 Periodicals – Claimant index)

Music can be located through claimant and title indexes. Access by composer is limited; there are no 

entries under lyricists’ names. This file also includes registrations for some musical dramas. (See the  

1898–1937 Books, Graphic Arts, Music index)

Dramas from 1870 through 1916 are cataloged in the published two-volume work, Dramatic Compositions 

Copyrighted in the United States, 1870–1916, available in the Copyright Public Records Reading Room  

(LM-404). Dramas and lectures from 1909 through 1937 are indexed in the card catalog by claimant and, 

after 1917, by title and author as well.  (See the 1909–1937 Dramas & Lectures – Title index and the  

1917–1937 Dramas & Lectures – Title/Claimant index)

Graphic arts (including photographs, motion pictures, engravings, and maps) are indexed primarily 

by claimant, with a small working file containing some entries by author and title. Maps are arranged 

by geographical area under the name of each claimant or by the place name. (See the 1898–1937 Books, 

Graphic Arts, Music index)

Renewals from 1909 through 1937 are indexed by claimant, title, and, depending on the class of work being 

renewed, author. (See the 1909–1937 Periodicals and Renewals Claimant Index for renewals)

Card Layouts in the Copyright Card Catalog

With multiple indexes bundled under the same time-period, each index has its own sequence of 

drawers, thus the sort order of the drawers may be off. Generally, cards in the copyright card catalog are 

alphabetized by a header. A header can be the author and/or claimant, title, and sometimes content of a 

registration. This means often times there will be several cards for one registration number.  
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Where the card is found: Index: 1898–1937 Books, Graphic Arts, Music,  
Drawer: HALEL-HALL, Card: 0010

Book Author 1898–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 

Where the card is found: Index: 1898–1937 Books, Graphic Arts, Music,  
Drawer: DRU-DUD, Card: 0001

Book Claimant 1898–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 
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Where the card is found: Index: 1898–1937 Books, Graphic Arts, Music,  
Drawer: CRAP-CRISWELL, Card: 0024

Music Claimant 1898–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 

Where the card is found: Index: 1898–1937 Books, Graphic Arts, Music,  
Drawer: DARK-DAU, Card: 0018

Music Title 1898–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 
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Where the card is found: Index: 1898–1937 Books, Graphic Arts, Music,  
Drawer: DEMO-DERZ, Card: 0037

Graphic Arts Claimant 1898–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 

Where the card is found: Index: 1898–1937 Books, Graphic Arts, Music,  
Drawer: DEMO-DERZ, Card: 0040

Graphic Arts Title 1898–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 
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Where the card is found: Index: 1909–1937 Periodicals & Renewals,  
Drawer: PEEP-PETR, Card: 0307

Renewals 1909–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 
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Where the card is found: Index: 1909–1937 Periodicals & Renewals,  
Drawer: CHAN-CIH, Card: 0011

Renewals 1909–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 
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Where the card is found: Index: 1909–1937 Periodicals & Renewals,  
Drawer: A-ABBOTT R S 1933, Card: 0208a/b

Periodicals Claimant 1909–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 
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Where the card is found: Index: 1917–1937 Dramas & Lectures – Title/Claimant,  
Drawer: BORN-BROT, Card: 0004a/b

Dramas and Lectures 1917–1937
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 
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Where the card is found: Index: 1898–1909 Periodicals – Title/Claimant,  
Drawer: VIS-WED, Card: 0810a/b

1898–1908 Periodical Claimant 
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 
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1898–1908 Periodical Title 
(Hover over the items at the right to see the different fields that make up this card.) 

Where the card is found: Index: 1898–1909 Periodicals – Title/Claimant,  
Drawer: CHE-CT, Card: 1490
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